
  

 Judaism Christianity Islam Hinduism Buddhism 

By the Numbers… 
www.adherents.com 2013 

0.22% of World 
15-17 Million 

33% of World 
2.1 Billion  

21% of World 
1.5 Billion 

14% of World 
900 million 

6% of World 
376 million 

Symbols 
 

 
   

 

Followers are 
called... 

Jewish Christian Muslim Hindu Buddhist 

Founder Abraham Jesus Christ Muhammad No Known 
Founder 

Siddhartha 
Gautama 

Messiah (savior) Has yet to come Jesus Christ Has yet to come X X 

Holy Book Torah  
Talmud 

The Bible 
(old and new 
testaments) 

Quran 
Koran 

Vedas 
Bhagavad Gita 
(epic poem) 

Tripitaka 

Place of worship Synagogue Church Mosque Temple  Temple 

Holidays Rosh hashanah 
(jewish new year) 
Passover (celebrate 
the Exodus) 
Yom Kippur (chance 
for a new 
beginning/forgiveness) 

Easter (celebration of 
resurrection of Jesus) 
Christmas 
(Celebration of birth of 
Jesus) 

Ramadan (fasting for 
god) 
Eid al-Fitr 
(celebration of the end of 
Ramadan) 
Eid al Adha (to 
honor Abraham) 

Diwali (Festival of 
Lights...New Year 
celebration) 
Navaratri (Festival to 
celebrate the triumph of 
good over evil) 

Wesak (Birth of 
Buddha) 
Buddhist New 
Year (Be more 
generous) 
 

Holy Places Jerusalem 
Israel 

Jerusalem 
Bethlehem 
Nazareth 

Jerusalem 
Mecca (Saudi Arabia) 
Medina(Saudi Arabia) 

Varanasi (India) 
Ganges River 
(India) 

Lumbini (Nepal) 
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Beliefs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Love the Lord your 
God 
 
Love your neighbor as 
yourself 
 
Follow the  
10 commandments: 

1. Worship only 
God 

2. Do not 
worship other 
things 

3. Do not use 
God’s name 
in vain 

4. Remember to 
keep the 
Sabbath holy 

5. Honor your 
mother and 
father 

6. Do not 
murder 

7. Do not 
commit 
adultery 

8. Do not steal 
9. Do not lie 

about your 
neighbors 

10. Do not want 
your 
neighbor’s 
things 

 
You can choose  
good or evil 

Belief that Jesus came 
as a savior for the 
world 
 
Belief that Jesus is 
God’s son who died 
on the cross to take 
the punishment for 
believer’s sins 
 
Belief that they are 
saved through the 
sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ.  This allows 
eternal life with God in 
heaven 
 
Believers are to live a 
life like Jesus 
 

Muhammad is God’s 
messenger 
 
5 Pillars of Islam 

1. Faith 
2. Prayers 5X 
3. Concern for 

the needy 
4. Fasting 
5. Pilgrimage to 

Mecca 
 
“Whoever believes 
there is no god but 
god, that Muhammad 
is his messenger, that 
Jesus is the servant 
and messenger of 
god, and that paradise 
is true, shall be 
received by god into 
heaven.” 

3 Gods: 
-Brahma (creator) 
-Shiva (destroyer) 
-Vishnu (preserver) 
 
Dharma 
-you have duties to 
yourself and others 
-you must be fair and 
live in an unselfish 
way 
 
Karma 
-your good and bad 
deeds 
 
After you die, you are 
reborn.  If you lived a 
life filled with good 
karma, your next life 
will be better (social 
class/caste system) 
 
When you have no evil 
in you anymore, 
rebirth no longer 
takes place and a 
person becomes one 
with Brahman (god). 
This is called reaching 
NIRVANA. 

Started as a way of life 
(focuses on how 
people should think 
and act) 
 
Do not believe in a 
god who created the 
earth 
 
Buddha means 
“enlightened one” 
 
Teachings: 
1.Everyone can find 
peace 
2. All people are equal 
and everyone should 
have the right to try to 
live a better life. 
3. It is wrong to take a 
life 
4. Everything should 
be taken in 
moderation (not too 
much of anything and 
not too little) 
 
Karma causes your 
rebirth (new life) 



 


